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PREFACE

The principal objective of this stﬁdy is an examination
of early efforts to develop the land area aréund the head of
the Gulf of California and more particularly the Mexican
portion of the Colorado River delta. These efforts began
during the latter half of the nineteenth century and to a
great degree were directed by Guillérmo Andrade, a Mexican
entrepreneur, between 1874 and his death in 1905.

Reclamation of the desert lands of the Colorado River
delta has been a notable achievement and a good deal has
been written about the United States portign of the area
and its early development. Andrade played a prominent part
in the beginnings of this great project, and yet very little
has been written on him or on the early activities on the
Mexican side of the delta, especially those concerning
‘Andrade's business relations with Thomas H. Blythe. To a
considerable extent, this neglect has been the result of a

lack of source material. Some of the records pertaining to
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the affairs of Andrade and Blythe were in San Francisco and
presumably were lost in the great garthquake and fire, and
36 expedientes relating to Andrade in the Secretaria de
Fomento reportedly were destroyed, along with other records,
during the Zapatista occupation of the Mexican capital in
1914 and 1915.

During most of the first four decades of the present
century, the greater part of the Mexican portion of the
delta was the property of the Colorado River Land Company,
va Mexican corporation owned by a group of Los Angeles busi-
nessmen. Most of the company's lands were acquired, direct-
ly or indirectly, from Andrade, who at the turn of the cen- -
tury was the Mexican Consul in Los Angeles. Because several
of the company's founders were exceptionally prudent men, an
intensive investigation was undertaken to determine previous
title to the lands. This work was headed by the company's

-

secretary,tfizif 0. Anderson} formerly an attorney with the

|

Title Insurance and Trust Company of Los Angeles. Seven

years' time and over $100,000 were spent on the investiga-

tion.

Part of the documentary material gathered by the
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Colorado River Land Company's investigation, as well as part
of the company's own records accumulated over the years,
became Mexican property when the government of that country
acquired the unexpropriated remnants of the company's hold-
ings in the mid-1940's. The documents and records not
transferred to Mexico and still in existence wefe stored in
Los Angeles and Calexico. Through the cooperation and
support of the M. H. Sherman Foundation, these papers have
been made available and form the basis for this study.

The papers of the Colorado River Land Company are too
numerous and disorganized, the company's operations too
complex, to have ﬁade the complete story the subject of this
dissertation. Therefore, my intent is to reserve the his-
tory éf the Colorado River Land Company as a later work, and
by using mainly the records pertaining to prior land titles,
to examine earlier ventures in this Mexican frontier area.

To the M. H. Sherman Foundation, and particularly to
its president, Mr. Arnold D. Haskell, I wish to express my
gratitude for making this study possible; and to the Haynes
Foundation my appreciation for a research fellowship during

1964-1965. For various assistance I wish also to thank




Prbfessors Donald Rowland, Manuel Servin, and John Reith,
chairman and members, respectively, of my doctoral cémmit—
tee:; Professor Arthur Kooker, chairman of the department;
Dr. Eugene Chamberlin of San Diego City College; Mr. Glen
Dawson of Dawson's Book Shop; Mr. Enrique Cortes of the
University of California, Los Angeles; Miss Mary Stuttle of
Laguna Beach; Mrs. Sophia White and Miss Patricia Hughes of

the Sherman Foundation; and not least, my wife, Gay.

Corona del Mar William O. Hendricks
April 15, 1966 :
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CHAPTER I

THE BEGINNING OF AN ENTERPRISE

[y

1874-1877

Less than 100 years ago, northern Baja California had
a non-Indian population of only a few hundred persons and
was not much further advanced in economic development than
when first discovered more than three centuries earlier.
Today, the same area has well over one-half million inhabi-
tants and one of the fagtest growing and most prosperous
local economies in Mexico.l While any full-scale explana-

tion of this extraordinary transformation would involve a

number of significant factggﬁ&jgygﬁgﬁi§wghe most importéntMK
{

single factor has been the agricultural development of the

zMexican portion of the Colorado River delta, most of which
|

—

p——

lror a sketch of northern Baja California as it was a
century ago, see Florence C. Shipek, ed., Lower California
Frontier ., Articles from the San Diego Union, 1870 (Los
Angeles: Dawson's Book Shop, 1965). For an overview of the
state's recent growth and prosperity, see David Allen Hen-
derson, "Agriculture and Livestock Raising in the Evolution
of the Economy and Culture of the State of Baja California,
Mexico" (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation in Geography, Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles, 1964), pp. 1-58.




is now known as the Mexicali Valley.
Just as the over-all development of Baja California has
been closely related to that of American California, the
development of the Mexicali Valley has been closely related,
geographically and historically, to that of California's
Imperial Valley. Both were created by the same.geological
forces,'and it was water from the same source, the Colorado
River, that turned barren desert into verdant fields on both
sides of the international line. But even though broad
similarities exist between the historical development of the
Mexicali and Imperial Valleys, their specific development
has been quite different. Much of this difference stems
from the fact that practically the whole of the Mexicali
Valley from the early 1880's until shortly before World War
II was in the hands of a few large landowners, Exélaining

how this came about is one of the main objectives of this

study.

Mexico's Northwestern Frontier

As a result of the war with the United States in 1846-
1848, Mexico was forced to cede nearly a third of its na-
tional territory, amounting to nearly 10 degrees of latitude

between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean. Long a




part of Mexico's northwestern frontier, this vast area be-
came the new southwestern frontier,of the United States.
Predominantly arid and semi-arid, the lands ceded to the
United States were undeveloped and sparsely populated. In
many respects, there was little to distinguish them from

the lands that remained Mexico's northern frontier area,
which could be defined roughly as that half of the country
north of a line drawn between Mazatldn and Tampico. Thus,
the boundaries set by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and
modified by the Gadsden Purchase of 1853, while they sepa-
rated the two countries politically, were never to divide
completely what in many ways was an integral geographic

. 2 . . .
region. Events on one side of the international boundary

2This was especially true for the Colorado River delta
area, which the new international boundary divided approxi-
mately in half. For although practically all of the Colo-
rado's water originates in the United States, the river
flows through Mexico for about the last 90 miles before
emptying into the Gulf of California. In the negotiations
for the Gadsden Purchase, there was a considerable desire on
the part of the United States to obtain a large, additional
portion of northern Mexico, including all of Baja Califor-
nia. There was an even stronger desire (which, particularly
among Arizonans, continued well into the twentieth century)
at least to extend the boundary southward to include a port
site on the Gulf: ". . . the political stupidity of the
United States Senate in 1854, in its refusal to secure a
boundary line which included a port on the Gulf of Califor-

nia, has retarded the development of . . . the whole south-
west." Paul Neff Garber, The Gadsden Treaty (Philadelphia:

University of Pennsylvania Press, 1923), pp. 91-93, 184.




were to have their effects on the other. And since the 5
United States rapidly became the far wealthier and more :
technologically advanced of the two nations, the development

i

of its area had strong influence on the course of events in
. 3
northern Mexico. : ;
Mexican response to this situation varied. At one ex-
treme was the almost traditional belief that between a
. 4
strong nation and a weak one the best defense was a desert.
At the other extreme was the belief that only by developing

northern Mexico and making it part of the nation could its

borders be secured. Official policy often fell somewhere

For a half-century, the principal use of the river was
viewed as navigation; but after 1900, irrigation entered the
picture. For the next two decades, or until the "Japanese
menace" emerged, complete control over the Colorado River
was the most prominent argument of those agitating for the
United States to annex Baja California. Eugene Keith
Chamberlin, "United States Interests in Lower California"
(unpublished Ph.D. dissertation in History, University of
California, Berkeley, 1949), p. 156.

3A current demonstration of this geographic unity and
United States influence is the plan to construct a nuclear
electric power and salt water conversion facility on the
Gulf of California for joint use by the states of Arizona
and California, Sonora and Baja California. Los Angeles
Times, December 17, 1965, II, 4.

47his is said to have been the attitude of President
Sebastidn Lerdo de Tejada; yet, as will be seen, it was ;
under his administration (1872-1876) that the first attempts
were made to develop the lands of the Colorado River delta.
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winter snows melt and run off. Melting snows, particularly
from the higher mountain ranges to the north, provide the
Colorado's largest and most dependable source of water and
are responsible for its characteristic annuél flood, at

which time the river carries a tremendous increase in vol-

e2

unme .

225ince the average annual precipitation for the high
mountains is approximately three times as great as for the
basin as a whole, the upper Colorado and the Green, while
comprising only about 29 per cent of the drainage basin,
contribute about 72 per cent of the annual discharge.
Kleinsorge, The Boulder Canyon Project, p. 10; Vincent
Ostrom, Water and Politics (Los Angeles: The Haynes Founda-
tion, 1953), pp. 16, 18. The snows melt during the spring
and early summer, and the resultant flood usually reaches
its peak in June. However, very little can be forecast with
certainty about the Colorado River. "The volume of water in
the Colorado River may vary widely from year to year, from
month to month, and, at times, from day to day. Even the
seasonal variations are not accurately predictable."” Klein-
sorge, The Boulder Canyon Project, p. 9. Although fluctua-
tions at given times were much greater, the mean monthly
discharge of the Colorado at Yuma, 1894-1911, varied from a
low of 395,000 acre-feet in November to a high of 3,000,000
acre-feet in June. (An acre-foot is a measure of the volume
of water required to cover an acre one foot in depth; it is
equivalent to 43,560 cubic feet, or 325,850 gallons.) The
low point, January, 1894, was 154,100 acre-feet, and the
high point, June, 1909, was 6,250,000 acre-feet. Another
method of measuring river flow is in second-feet (the rate
of flow required for one cubic foot of water to pass a given
point each second in time). The January, 1894, discharge
dropped to 2,400 second-feet, while on June 24, 1909, the
rate was 149,500 second-feet. Cory, The Imperial Valley,
pp. 1210-11. In the 27 years prior to 1905, there were only
three years in which there had been a winter flood, and
never two in one year; yet during 1905-1906, there were
three winter floods and a total of five floods for the
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Having descended from the plateau country to the lower
basin, the Colorado passes through‘a region of increasing
aridity. This area, in general, is but a few hundred feet
above sea level, with occasional mountain ranges rising from
2,000 to 6,000 feet. Here, rainfall is infrequent and the
tributaries are unreliable. During much of the‘year, they
furnish no water whatsoever; yet at unpredictable times,
they can contribute flash floods of large volume. The most%
southerly and by far the most significant of the lower

tributaries is the Gila, which joins the Colorado near

Yuma.g3

In spite of its enormous drainage basin and numerous

tributaries, the Colorado River does not deliver a great

vear. Charles Robinson Rockwood, Born of the Desert (Calex-
ico: Calexico Chronicle, 1930), pp. 34-35. On the other
hand, in 1931, there was only a very mild spring flood and
‘no summer flood; late that summer, the river's flow reached
a low of less than 250 second-feet. Sykes, The Colorado
Delta, p. 93. All this will give some idea of the varia-
bility of flow of the Colorado and of the hazards involved
in attempting to utilize its delta for agriculture before
the construction of dams to control the river.

23The average annual discharge of the Gila, although
extremely variable, ordinarily is not great--about 6 per
cent of the Colorado's total. Some years it has contribu-
ted less than 100,000 acre-feet; however, in 1916, it dis-
charged 4,500,000 acre—feet, and on January 16th of that
year was flowing at the rate of 220,000 cubic feet per sec-

ond. Kleinsorge, The Boulder Canyon Project, pp. 10-11.




